
ESSA Basic Eligibility

Memory Linking Technique



ESSA Eligibility Basics
ÅA child age 0-21, without a high school diploma, 

must move across school district lines in the 
previous 36 months with a qualifying worker. That 
move must be from one residence to another and 
due to economic necessity. 

ÅTo be a qualifying worker- the worker must have 
engaged in qualifying work in agriculture or fishing 
soon after a move (within 60 days) OR the worker 
must have actively sought and have a recent 
history of moving for qualifying work.



Who can remember all of 
those pieces and repeat 

them?



Memory Linking Technique

ÅA trick to remember a series of information, 
using the visual part of our brain. We 
remember images more easily than we 
remember words.

ÅIt works by making simple associations 
between items in a list, and linkingthem with 
a vivid image containing the items.



Memory Linking Example

ÅYou’re driving to the grocery store and you call 
your spouse to check the fridge for you. You need 
to pick up the following items. How do you 
remember them all?

ïBeef
ïMilk
ïEggs
ïSoda
ïBread
ïButter
ïSpinach



You can try to memorize this through 
rote repetition or a song:

ïBeef

ïMilk

ïEggs

ïSoda

ïBread

ïButter

ïSpinach



You can create a mnemonic device

ÅBMBEBSS or BBEMBSS

Å3B 2S EM

ÅBelieve me, everyone sees Billy Bob snooping.

ÅBefore my exam, Sam bought blue sharpies.

ÅBecause my enemy sings Beyoncé blues 
superbly.



Or you can use memory linking



Now who can remember the 
grocery list?



How can this technique help 
us to teach and remember 

ESSA eligibility?



ESSA Eligibility Basics
ÅA child age 0-21, without a high school diploma, 

must move across school district lines in the 
previous 36 months with a qualifying worker. That 
move must be from one residence to another and 
due to economic necessity. 

ÅTo be a qualifying worker- the worker must have 
engaged in qualifying work in agriculture or fishing 
soon after a move (within 60 days) OR the worker 
must have actively sought and have a recent 
history of moving for qualifying work.



The child is not older than 21 years of age 
(age 0-21)



Children ages birth –age 21, who are entitled to a 
free public education through grade 12 in the State

(Without a High School Diploma)



(5) QUALIFYING MOVE -- (B) from one school district to 
another school district, 





(5) QUALIFYING MOVE.—
(A) from one residence to another residence;



(3) MIGRATORY CHILD.—The term ‘migratory 
child’ means a child or youth who made a move 

with a qualifying worker in the preceding 36 
months

36



(5) QUALIFYING MOVE.—The term ‘qualifying 
move’ means a move due to economic necessity

36



36



And engaged in new qualifying work 
soon after the move (within 60 days)

60



In agriculture
(Engaged in new temporary or seasonal employment 
or personal subsistence in agriculture, which may be 

dairy work or the initial processing of raw 
agricultural products)



Or fishing
(Engaged in new temporary or seasonal employment 

or personal subsistence in fishing)



36

60



OR

ÅAn oar connects to a man….



Or the worker actively sought new qualifying 
work AND has recent history of moves for 

temporary/seasonal agricultural employment
(If an individual did not engage in such new employment soon after a 

qualifying move, such individual may be considered a migratory agricultural 
worker if the individual actively sought such new employment and has a 

recent history of moves for temporary or seasonal agricultural employment.) 

Seeking Recent history



36

60



Eligibility Scenario #1

ÅAracely, age 11, moves with her mother on 
6/3/2017 from Bangor, ME to South Portland, 
ME. Her mother begins working processing 
lobster for the season on 7/16/17. Is Aracely 
eligible for the MEP?



Aracely, age 11, 
moves with her 
mother on 
6/3/2017 from 
Bangor to South 
Portland. Her 
mother begins 
working 
processing lobster 
for the season on 
7/16/17. 



Does Aracely qualify for the MEP?

36

Aracely, age 11, 
moves with her 
mother on 6/3/2017 
from Bangor to 
South Portland. Her 
mother begins 
working processing 
lobster for the 
season on 7/16/17. 



Does Aracely qualify for the MEP?

Aracely, age 11, moves 
with her mother on 
6/3/2017 from Bangor 
to South Portland. Her 
mother begins working 
processing lobster for 
the season on 7/16/17. 

60



36

60



Eligibility Scenario #2

ÅPedro’s father moved to Ellsworth, ME from 
Portland, ME to rake blueberries in August 
2016, with Pedro (12 years old). Pedro’s father 
applied at many blueberry farms and 
processing plants but did not get a job. In 
Portland, he has worked as a janitor in fish 
processing at the same company for six years. 
Is Pedro eligible for the MEP?



36

60



Eligibility Scenario #3
Fatumaand her six school-aged children move from 
FL to Lewiston, ME on December 3, 2017. In FL, 
Fatumahad moved with her family two times (April 
5, 2016 and April 7, 2017 and engaged in work 
harvesting oranges) from the Miami Dade School 
district to the St Lucie School district. In ME, Fatuma
arrives in Lewiston and goes to the Career Center 
for help finding work. She applies with the Maine 
Job Bank, but as of January 2018, has not yet found 
work. Do Fatuma’schildren qualify for the MEP? 

If so, what would be their QAD?



36

60



Eligibility Scenario #3

ÅIs there any information missing that 
would be important for determining 
eligibility in this scenario?

ÅHow would you ask Fatumafor that 
additional information?



Eligibility Scenario #4

Ezequiel arrived in Westbrook, ME from 
Venezuela with his two school-aged 
children on 1/2/15. He found temporary 
work milking cows on 1/10/15. He shares 
with you that the family is food insecure 
and the kids need new clothes. Are his 
children eligible for the MEP?



36

60



Questions? Comments?

Amelia Lyons, ESCORT

Amelia.lyons@escmail.org

(207) 200-2522

mailto:Amelia.lyons@escmail.org

