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Workshop Activity: 
Getting to Know You

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity: 5-7 minutes. Direct parents to turn and talk to someone sitting next to them. They should :introduce themselves, tell a little about themselves (where they live; where they come from; etc.),and share one reason they came to the workshop.



Goals for today’s session:

• Identify practical strategies to support 
language and literacy development and 
overall school readiness. 

• Review resources to support language and 
literacy development.

• Discuss tips for parents to support literacy 
development at home.



What do kids need to know 
and be able to do for Kindergarten?

• Identify colors and shapes
• Identify numbers and quantities 
• Count from 0-10
• Identify letter names and sounds
• Tell/retell a story with details
• Take turns and share
• Problem solve
• Listen to stories, directions, and rules
• Answer questions, share experiences, and sing songs
• Use pencils, crayons, markers and scissors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask recruiters to list things they think children should know/be able to do when entering kindergarten. Think-pair-share-once they jot down some items, have them share with a neighbor. Then, show the list and ask them to compare it to theirs.



Early Literacy Skills
Vocabulary-know the names of things 

Print Awareness -top/bottom; left/right; front/back; “stop” 
sign; point to words in books

Print Motivation- want to read & write

Narration-tell the story 

Letter Knowledge-letter names and sounds

Phonological Awareness-hear and manipulate 
sounds in words



The Power of Words

The “30 million word gap” refers to a research 
study conducted by psychologists Betty Hart and 
Todd Risley. Their study showed that children 
from lower-income families hear a staggering 30 
million fewer words than children from higher-
income families by the time they are 4 
years old. Nov 28, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Back-and-forth exchanges boost children’s brain response to languageStudy finds engaging young children in conversation is more important for brain development than “dumping words” on them.“…conversation between an adult and a child appears to change the child’s brain…”“The findings suggest that parents can have considerable influence over their children’s language and brain development by simply engaging them in conversation...”In a study of children between the ages of 4 and 6, they found that differences in the number of “conversational turns” accounted for a large portion of the differences in brain physiology and language skills that they found among the children. This finding applied to children regardless of parental income or education.



What Can YOU Do?

• Select a children’s book or magazine that will 
interest the child(ren) and then…

• “Talk, Read, Play”
– Talk about the book
– Read the book
– Play

• Write, paint or draw about the book
• Act out a scene
• Dress up like a character
• Make puppets



BEFORE
(talk)

DURING
(read)

AFTER
(play)

LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT

CONTENT 
GROWTH

COMPREHENSION

What Can You Do?



BEFORE: Talk About the Book-
“Book Walk, Book Talk”

1. Read the title and author’s name

2. Look at the pictures and briefly discuss a few

3. Point out 2-3 items in the book: character’s 
names, text features, charts/graphics, etc.

4. Make a prediction

*This pre-reading activity is designed to take only 
a few minutes with the children.

strategies



Audience Action

• Make your paper books
• Take turns practicing the “Book Walk, Book 

Talk” 
Questions?



DURING: Read the Book

• Read with expression
• Stop to talk about the book
• Ask questions
• Let the child ask questions
• Check your prediction
• Make more predictions



AFTER: Play



Play with Purpose
Letter Names & Sounds

• “I spy”
– I spy something that starts with the letter “S”
– I spy something that starts with the /m/ sound
– I spy something that ends with the /k/ sound

• “Go Fish”
• Concentration (matching)
• Bingo
• Create with “call & paste” letter cards



Letter Names & Sounds-Apps

http://more2.starfall.com/n/level-k/song-
sa/load.htm?filter=abc

http://more2.starfall.com/n/level-k/letter-
s/load.htm?filter=abc

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://more2.starfall.com/n/level-k/song-sa/load.htm?filter=abcStarfall is free.Click on the hyperlink. It will take you outside the ppt. to the video (internet is needed). Once you’re on the video, click the letter “A” to begin it.

http://more2.starfall.com/n/level-k/song-sa/load.htm?filter=abc
http://more2.starfall.com/n/level-k/letter-s/load.htm?filter=abc


Purposeful Play Activities
• Act out a scene from the story
• How many letter S’s can you find on pg. 4
• Organize the steps or cycle
• Use charts & graphs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use ants book-If I have 3 kids, after we read, we go outside and count ants for one minute. Ms. Cheney counts 3, Maria counts 5 and Tran sees 0. Chart them.



Audience Action

What are some other purposeful play activities you 
know or have used?



“Books in a Bag”

• 2-3 books
• Multiple activities
• Supplies



Motivating Kids & 
Creating Life Long Readers…

• Choose topics, materials, activities and 
books that are interesting to your child

• Praise kids’ actions, behaviors and efforts

• Spend time together

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interest and motivation help create life long learners.Children learn best when they are interested in what they are doing and when they feel good about what’s happening. Children love to learn with you through the activities you do together like reading. 



Tips for Parents



Tip #1
Talk with your child daily 

Select a routine like making dinner…

• Talk about the steps: 
– “First, we need to slice the tomatoes for the 

salad.” 

• Talk about shapes, colors, numbers or 
counting: 
– “How many tomatoes do we have?-let’s 

count them: one, two…”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review the slide.Ask parents to offer additional examples of daily routines where they can engage their child in conversation. 



Tip #2 
Play with Language

• Sing songs

• Recite nursery rhymes and poems

• Engage in dramatic play

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide an example of a song or nursery rhyme for the parents. One example might be the rhyme/song and finger play:Itsy-Bitsy SpiderThe itsy-bitsy spider�Climbed up the water spout�Down came the rain�And washed the spider out�Out came the sun�And dried up all the rain�And the itsy-bitsy spider�Climbed up the spout again



Tip #3
Read With Kids

• Daily
• In any language
• Different materials
• Fiction & non-fiction
• Use wordless books



Audience Action

Share a traditional nursery rhyme or 
children’s song that you like.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Aske two or three parents to share out.You may also want to prepare a traditional nursery rhyme that represents the group/culture you’re presenting to. 



Preschool Initiative 
preschoolinitiative.org



Session Closing

What two things that we discussed today will 
you be able to do as soon as you get back?

QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!



Contact

Michele Cheney
ESCORT/Research Foundation

518.791.5400
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